HAVE YOU SEEN THIS NUMBER ON CAMPUS? GO TO

thespartandaily.com

Spartan Daily
SERVING SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY SINCE 1934

VOLUME 129

DECEMBER 6, 2007 // THURSDAY

ISSUE 53

THESPARTANDAILY.COM

SMOKE AND MIRRORS: THE FINAL INSTALLMENT OF A THREE-PART SERIES
Part One

OPINION

Part Two

Part Three:

Itʼs all one big gray area
By MARK ASPILLERA
Staff Writer

Smoking
policy
flawed
“Not another smoking
policy piece,” some may say.
The work of a few reporters,
though, suggests that smoking on campus has become as
much of an issue of design and
psychology as it is one of policy.
“Smoke-free” campuses
— you may have heard of
them. San Francisco State
became one in 2004, and De
Anza College followed suit in
2005. The resolution to ban
smoking at San Francisco State
was passed by the school’s Academic Senate. Both campuses
limit smoking to demarcated
areas.
Incidentally, a policy recommendation made by the
SJSU Academic Senate in
2003 suggested university and
police officials work “to devise
a mechanism for meaningful
enforcement” of the 25-feet
policy. It was rescinded by the
president’s office, which said
that such a policy goes beyond
the senate’s responsibilities.
Perhaps the downside of
California’s penchant for progressive attitudes is a tendency
to err into a sort of legal paternalism, an impulse that reduces
the individual to a child who
must be “guided” in the right
direction.
De Anza has not even been
subtle about the infantilism,
doling out so-called “complimints” and “enforce-mints”
to students violating the new
policy in its first year.
The mean age of students at
SJSU is 26. Last I checked, the
legal smoking age for California is 18.
In an announcement on July
See FLAWED, page 9

CAMPUS
SMOKING
ZONES

By MARK ASPILLERA
AND TRUTH ESGUERRA
Staff Writers

LEGEND
Nonsmoking
Section
Ashtrays

MICHAEL RIZZO // Spartan Daily

By MICHAEL RIZZO
AND SARRAH S. NGUYEN
Staff Writers

After SJSU’s Academic Senate passed its
2003 smoking policy, Dennis Suit, grounds
manager for Facilities Development and
Operations, had to get out his forklift.
“I don’t know how the hell it got down
to facilities,” he said, “but it somehow got
down to me to move the ashtrays 25 feet
out.”
Suit said the initial re-location of the
ashtrays wasn’t a big deal, but after that it
got more complicated.
“Over time, things started crawling
around and started crawling back to areas
near buildings or bushes,” he said.
Today, more that half of the locations
for 117 ashtrays at SJSU are in violation of

the senate’s smoking policy: 62 are less than
25 feet away from a window or entrance to
a building.
With the aid of data files kept on record
by the facilities office, Spartan Daily reporters traversed a 75-acre portion of SJSU’s
downtown campus and mapped locations
for all of the ashtrays.
After integrating the data sets, a Geographic Information Systems’ analysis of
the data allowed an accurate designation
of campus smoking and nonsmoking zones
and also showed that if the senate’s policy
were strictly enforced, smoking would be
permitted on more than 73 percent of the
outdoor area of campus.
Policy Gets A Second Look
“If you put the ashtray at a distance that
reflects the policy — and that is 25 feet —

Volunteer effort targets hurricane-ravaged homes in Louisiana
Staff Writer

While other people are going on
vacation or spending time with their
families during winter break, about
30 students will travel to Louisiana
to help out with the aftermath of
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.
Students from a variety of
backgrounds and with different
majors, such as biology, English
and sociology, will volunteer their
time in New Orleans Jan. 5-14,
said Victoria Chavez, a junior
sociology major with a concentration in community change.
Chavez said that SJSU students
also traveled to the Gulf Coast last
winter, though they mostly talked

SEE YOU IN THE SPRING

THE SPARTAN DAILY
WILL RETURN NEXT
SEMESTER
The next edition of SJSU’s student-run
newspaper will hit the stands Jan. 23.

then you’re going to influence where people
smoke,” President Don Kassing said at a
news conference last week.
But Suit said ensuring that ashtray locations are compliant to policy is a constant
struggle because, depending on which ashtrays are at issue, people can move them.
He’s able to name specific ashtrays — such
as one in front of the Engineering building near the Student Union — that notoriously re-appear in nonsmoking zones after
they’ve already been moved out.
“I don’t know if it’s custodians,” he said.
“I don’t know if it’s people who use them.
But we’re probably going to go out and
move them again soon.”
Tony Valenzuela, facilities associate vice
president, said that depending on the parSee SMOKE, page 10

A strike of San Jose building inspectors could affect off-campus
SJSU residents, said Tom Briam,
president of the Association of
Building, Mechanical and Electrical
Inspectors.
Tyler Macaulay, a senior business
management major and president of
Beta Theta Pi, said his fraternity is not
highly affected by the strikes now because they just had inspections a couple
months ago, but they will be effected if
the strike continues next year.
“It will have a big impact,” Macaulay said concerning the strike going to
next year.
“Mainly for the safety of ourselves
as well as guests that we have over at
our house,” he said regarding safety
inspections.
Brandon Gipson, a senior business
management major and member of
Sigma Nu, said he would see inspectors in his fraternity house.
“I feel it’s necessary that inspectors
check the house,” he said. “Inspectors
look at the house in a certain way a
normal person wouldn’t.”
Gipson said safety is important to
the house.
“I definitely think it’s important
that they do their job,” Gipson said.
Macaulay said his fraternity got its
inspections this summer before the
Fall semester started.
He said his fraternity did well in its
inspections.
Macaulay said if the strike continues, the fraternity will have to rely
on its alumni to find a way to get the
house inspected.
“We’re being sure that if something happens we’re covered as the
house stays in good shape,” he said
regarding the alumni contribution.
The association, a group of 90
See STRIKE, page 2

Students head south for winter
By SARAH KYO

Strike may
hurt frats,
homes off
campus

and listened to people, while witnessing what had been left behind.
“This year, we’re actually going to get our hands dirty,” said
Rochelle Jackson-Smarr, a senior
English major.
Chavez said the purpose of the
trip is to connect to a nonprofit in
the Gulf Coast called ACORN, the
Association of Community Organizations for Reform Now. Chavez
said SJSU students will work with
this grassroots organization to go
through the wreckage left from
the hurricanes and gut the houses
so they can be renovated and refurbished for families who wish to
return to their homes.
“Twenty percent of the houses
in the community need to be gut-

SPORTS

ted,” Chavez said.
Another project that students
will do is cutting people’s lawns,
particularly the lawns of people
who had evacuated the area.
Chavez said otherwise, houses
with lawns that reach more than
40-feet tall will be reposed.
“Communities across the Gulf
Coast suffer from crumbling roads
and water systems, ill-constructed
flood protection and closed police
stations, fire houses, schools and
hospitals,” said Stephen Bradberry,
head state organizer of ACORN
Louisiana, in a press release.
SJSU has been involved with
the Gulf Coast, thanks to the Gulf
See GULF, page 2

STUDENT LIFE

Project offers services,
food to local homeless
By SAMUEL LAM
Staff Writer

In downtown San Jose at
around 9 a.m. Wednesday, hundreds of people gathered into the
Convention Center for Project
Homeless Connect, a national
event providing benefits to the local homeless.
The city-organized event, held
in one of the center’s large halls
near Market Street, provided
different services for homeless
people.
Health checks, housing plans,
job opportunities, and clean
clothes were some of the different
services that were provided.
Doughnuts, bagels, juice and

OPINION

coffee were also available. This
is the fifth time this semiannual
event has taken place in San Jose.
San Jose Mayor Chuck Reed
attended the event, and said he
was proud of the outcome.
“The goal of the event is to
reach out and make connections
with the homeless people who are
not currently taking advantage
of all the services available in the
city and the county,” he said. “We
have to do an extensive outreach
effort to make sure that happens;
it’s been a success, and we know
it works.”
Fernando Cazares, development specialist of San Jose HousSee HOMELESS, page 5

ONLINE

PRO LACROSSE TEAM
COMES TO SAN JOSE

ON THE FIRST DAY
OF CHRISTMAS

CELLS IN A PETRI DISH

SJSU DOESN’T COMPLY
WITH SMOKING POLICY

The San Francisco Dragons
organization will use Spartan
Stadium as its new home.

Give your true love a homemade
gift that won’t leave you broke.

An advance in stem-cell research
may force politicians to think about
the real fighters of the world.

Watch as Spatan Daily reporters check
ashtrays across campus — find out
which buildings meet the 25-foot rule.
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JAKE HUMBERT // Special to the Daily

No waiting at
the airport?
What students are saying about about
holiday air travel. SEE PAGE 10
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STRIKE // ‘We are
not going to give
up this right’
Continued from page 1

building inspectors, work on
both private and public buildings, including fraternity houses
and other student residences
around the SJSU campus, Briam said.
Briam said the strike was a
reaction to a particular change in
the association’s contract, which
expired Oct. 19.
“We’ve resolved almost all the
issues expect for binding arbitration,” he said, referring to a previous item in the contract that
assigned “an impartial person”
to serve as an arbitrator over the
disciplining or firing of association members.
Briam said the city council
has decided in closed session to
remove binding arbitration from
the association’s contract.
The arbitrator’s judgment
would be binding on both city officials and association members.
With binding arbitration excised from their contract, association inspectors’ appeals would
come before the Civil Service
Commission, a branch of city
government.
Briam said “most unions” do
not feel that they receive “a very
fair hearing” in front of the commission, since members are appointed by the city council.
A press release from the association describes the commission as
the city council’s “rubber stamp.”

“We’re adamant that we are
not going to give up this right,”
Briam said, “and the city management is very adamant in the
other direction, that we will give
up that right.”
Disciplinary cases involving
binding arbitration are expensive,
Briam said.
“It’s not something we use very
often,” he said. “It costs about
$15,000 to $20,000 dollars for
the lawyers and arbitrator.”
Briam said a binding arbitrator was used once, two years ago,
in the past 32 years.
“We don’t go out every year
and bring the city management
into binding arbitration,” he said.
“What’s the problem?”
Macaulay said he believes the
inspectors should get the rights
that they are protesting for.
“Obviously they are protesting
for something that they disagree
and want something better,” he
said. “It’s something that they deserve.”
Macaulay said he believes
there should be an arbiter involved when in regards to solving
disputes.
“It would be fair for both sides
to have a neutral person,” he said.
Gipson said he also believes
that the inspectors should get
their rights.
“If you take away someone’s
rights, in a way, your not allowing
them to do their job effectively,”
he said.

CAMPUS NEWS
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GULF // Student says Coast is ‘eye-opening’
Continued from page 1

Coast Civics Work Project started by Associate
Professor of Sociology Scott Myers-Lipton. According to its Web site, the goal of this project is
to establish 100,000 jobs for Gulf Coast residents
to rebuild their communities.
HR 4048, also known as the Gulf Coast
Civic Works Act, is based on this SJSU-based
project and is currently in Congress.
C.C. Campbell-Rock, a hurricane survivor,
describes herself as a “social justice activist.”
Campbell-Rock is originally from New Orleans but moved to the East Bay 10 days after
Hurricane Katrina.

Campbell-Rock’s eldest son, Kelly Marks
Jones, lives in Pleasanton.
Campbell-Rock said her husband recently
returned from Louisiana, and she is helping
him write a book related to the hurricanes.
Campbell-Rock described the aftermath of
the hurricanes and how the federal government
has responded thus far as “the worst human
rights injustice” in the 21st century.
“It breaks down to culture, class and race,”
Campbell-Rock said.
Chavez, who participated in last winter’s
Louisiana Winter, said it was an overwhelming
and “very eye-opening” experience for her.
“It hurts to see it,” Chavez said.

It’s raining men in S.J.
By LEAH BIGELOW
AND SAMUEL LAM
Staff Writers

San Jose was named the best
place for women to meet men,
according to an article by Men’s
Health magazine.
The results were calculated using
seven categories: the ratio of single
men to single women, the ratio of
gay men to straight, divorce rates,
philanthropy, education, fitness and
the availability of places where men
and women can have fun.
“I thought it would be L.A. or
something,” said Elizabeth Lieu, a
freshman biochemistry major.
Lieu said that because San Jose
is in the Silicon Valley, it does make
sense that most men would be educated and successful.
Amy Brinkman, a representative from the dating service “It’s
Just Lunch,” which caters to busy
professionals in Silicon Valley, said
that the people who use the service
are well educated and are looking
for people of the same caliber.
Calculating the fitness and education level of men in the area is

one way to determine the best
place to meet men, said Vanessa
Gaoiren, a freshman chemistry
major, but she said she thinks there
is more to it than that.
Timmy Wong, senior business
marketing major, said, “even at
San Jose State, the ratio of guys to
girls is a lot more, especially when
you visit the engineering classes,
computer science classes and even
the fellowships.”
Actually, the ratio of men to
women in San Jose is split almost
evenly at 51.2 to 48.8 percent. SJSU
is at 51.1 to 48.8, men to women.
Brinkman said she would have
thought the number of men in San
Jose would be a lot higher.
She said the jobs and opportunities that are available attract more
men to this area, as well as the
great weather and lifestyle found in
San Jose.
Armand Basa, senior radio,
television, film and theatre major,
agreed, saying, “Women don’t even
have to try that hard to find single
men in this city.”
Salt Lake City, Utah, placed
second on the list and Arlington,
Texas, came in third.

Jackson-Smarr said Dec. 15 is the last day
to sign up for the trip. Chavez said the price is
$600, but scholarships are available to cut the
price in half.
Chavez said there are also plans to fundraise
the rest of the money, so students can go for free.
She said they plan on working with restaurants
to set aside certain days in which a percentage of
a customer’s bill will go towards the trip.
Jackson-Smarr encouraged students to see
what’s going on in the Gulf Coast with their
own eyes, instead of relying on hearsay.
“It’s not a once-in-a-time experience,” Jackson-Smarr said, “but it’s an experience that you
should see for yourself.”

SPARTA GUIDE
Write letters to the editor and submit Sparta Guide information online. Visit our Web site at www.thespartandaily.com. You
may also submit information in writing to DBH 209.

Sparta Guide is provided free of charge to students, faculty and staff
members. The deadline for entries is noon three working days before
the desired publication date. Space restrictions may require editing of
submission. Entries are printed in order in which they are received.

TODAY
Winter Clothes Drive
Please donate new and gently used winter clothes for all ages. Donations
will go to Sacred Heart. Please drop off donations in the social work office,
Washington Square Hall, Room 215. For more information, contact Emily
Wischhusen at ewischhusen@sbcglobal.net.
Bible Study
Acts 2 Christian Fellowship has weekly Bible studies every Thursday in
the Pacifica Room at 7 p.m. For more information, e-mail Justin at jfoon1@
yahoo.com.

Dec. 7
Arturo Duarte’s Christmas from SJSU
Gamma Zeta Alpha will be holding “Arturo Duarte’s Christmas from
SJSU from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Washington Elementary School in downtown San Jose. A local magician will be performing and gifts will be given
to children. A laptop will also be given away. For more information, call
Jose Tejeda at 408-674-4265.
Dec. 14
Memorial Gathering for Prof. David Eakins
On Dec. 14 from 1 to 3 p.m. at the Spartan Memorial Chapel. For
more information, contact Diana Baker at 924-5500.

THESPARTANDAILY.COM
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Pro lacrosse team
migrates to San Jose
By MARK ASPILLERA AND
OSVALDO CASTILLO
Staff Writers

After playing their first two seasons in Kezar Stadium, the San
Francisco Dragons, a Major League
Lacrosse team, will be calling Spartan Stadium home this upcoming
season.
“We are really pleased to have
the Dragons at our stadium,” said
SJSU president Don Kassing.
Dragon team president Henry
Molloy said the reason the team is
moving is because San Jose has better weather.
ANNE RIGOR // SPECIAL TO THE DAILY
“San Jose provides a warm environment,” he said at a press conferHenry Molloy, president of the San Francisco Dragons, announced the
ence Wednesday.
team’s move at Wednesday’s press conference.
Todd Fairlie, a midfielder for the
team agreed.
choice for them to spend their en- the two, including competing in
different leagues, the Dragons
“We played in June in 50-degree tertainment dollars,” he said.
weather,” he said. “It was difficult
Reed also said he believed that and Stealth share some common
to get families to the games.”
having another sports team in San staff and players with each other.
Podesta said safety netting will
Molloy said the weather issues Jose would also encourage children
were a problem primarily for the to put down their video games and be set up in the stadium during
games as lacrosse balls can reach
spectators.
go outside and be active.
“San Francisco was a fine home
Molloy said he’d “like to see speeds of 100 miles per hour.
President Molloy said the
for the Dragons,” he said, “It was not 30,000 people,” Spartan Stadium’s
quite as fine a home for the fans.”
capacity, at the team’s games, but he team will continue to be called
San Jose Mayor Chuck Reed said they would feel successful if able the San Francisco Dragons at
Spartan Stadium, despite any
said there were three reasons to be to consistently draw about 10,000.
excited about the Dragons playing
“I think that’s a comfortable possible confusion the naming
convention could cause.
in Spartan Stadium.
starting point,” he said.
He said that the team considThe teams’ arrival in San Jose is
The Dragons brand of lacrosse
good for the university and the city, is different from that of San Jose’s ers the “San Francisco name”
Lacrosse team The Stealth, said as more of a regional term for
Reed said.
“The activities in the stadium Gary Podesta, director of game op- Northern California.
Molloy said group adult season
are activities for the city, this is yet erations for the Dragons.
The Stealth play an indoor vari- tickets for 2008 will begin at $120.
just another attraction to the staation, as opposed to the Dragons He said that different seating, indium,” he said.
cluding premium and suite seats,
Reed said the team will be an- who play outdoors.
“We also have 10 players on the will be available during Dragons
other element in San Jose’s “sports
field while they only have six,” he games for “slightly higher” rates.
package.”
The team will have its first
“We welcome another oppor- said.
Despite the differences between game in its new venue May 31.
tunity that gives people another
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SJSU hockey coach aims for fourth
straight Nationals appearance
By HEATHER NACHT
Staff Writer

A proud smirk appeared on
Ron Glasow’s face as he reminisced about his past.
His office at Sharks Ice at San
Jose is small but cozy — and filled
with hockey memorabilia.
Glasow, who has been the coach
of the SJSU club hockey team
since its inception in 1990, grew
up in Rochester, N.Y., and began
playing as a goaltender when he
was a child.
Glasow was a goalie for the
Fresno Falcons for a number of
years and acquired some nice statistics along the way.
“In Fresno I had the lowest
goals-against average for seven or
eight years,” Glasow said.
He also said it is not his previous accomplishments he is most
proud of, though. He glowed like
a proud parent when thinking
about his greatest achievements.
“As a player, winning championships is always great,” Gla-

sow said. “It’s not as satisfying as
a coach because you’re not in the
sweat and grind of the game. The
development of the team is probably the greatest satisfaction for
me.”
Glasow and the team’s goal this
season is to make it to the national
tournament and win. The Spartans have gone eight times, including the past three years in a row.
“To go again this year would
be a great accomplishment because we have such a young team,”
Glasow said.
Glasow’s pride in the club is
evident when he speaks about his
young team. Some of the players
said they are proud to have Glasow
as their coach.
“I’ve known Ron since I was
about 3 or 4,” said Andy Dickerson, a senior center on the team.
“He used to run the ice rink at
Eastridge.”
Dickerson said Glasow is a director of the Golden State Hockey
School that is at Sharks Ice at Fremont. Glasow works with the goal-

ies at the school. Dickerson said
Glasow has been a major figure in
local youth and college hockey.
Paul Fuller, a Spartan defenseman, said Glasow is a good coach
who knows almost every young
hockey player around.
“He works more with forwards,”
Fuller said. “He’s the head coach,
though, so he gives me my ice time.
He gives me confidence to play.”
Glasow was named the American Collegiate Hockey Association
National Coach of the Year for the
2005-06 season, Dickerson said.
During the 2004-05 season,
Glasow had the opportunity to
coach his son, Zachary.
“He’s a good D-man,” Glasow
said with a grin, referring to Zachary’s position on defense. “It was
fun, but I’m sure it was tough being coached by his dad.”
The Spartan hockey club has a
13-6-2 record for the season.
Games will resume Jan. 4 in
Las Vegas. The first home game
will be Jan. 10 against Texas Tech
University.

Spartan basketball winter-break schedule
Men’s Basketball

Women’s Basketball

Dec. 19 @ Michigan State
Dec. 22 vs. Presbyterian
Dec. 28 @ Portland State
Dec. 30 vs. South Dakota State
Jan. 2 @ Boise State University
Jan. 5 vs. Hawaii
Jan. 7 @ Santa Clara

Dec. 19 vs. Kansas
Dec. 21 @ Santa Clara
Dec. 28 vs. Northern Colorado
Jan. 5 @ Utah State
Jan. 10 @ University of Nevada - Reno
Jan. 19 vs. Hawaii
Jan. 22 vs. Fresno State University
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HOMELESS // Safeway, Goodwill offer services
Continued from page 1

ing and project manager for Project Homeless
Connect, said that making connections with
the community is very important.
“The purpose of Project Homeless Connect is to connect with all homeless individuals
to services that can help them get public benefits, medical exams, permanent housing,” he
said. “When somebody is homeless, they have
to navigate for services to get off the streets.
We bring all those services here to one hall.”
“One day is not going to solve the issues,”
he said. “But we hope that we can establish a
relationship between a client and the agency
for the long term.”
By noon, Cazares confirmed that more than
550 homeless people came to the event with
more than 200 volunteers helping out.
Some felt that the event helped them.

“I like all of it,” said Patricia Morrison, who
was coming to the event for the first time. “It
worked out OK for me.”
Josie Pargas, who had come to the event in
the past, said it was a success.
“Helping a lot of people who need it,” she
said. “It’s excellent for people, and we all need
it.”
Steven Taylor, a first-time attendee, said
there wasn’t proper promotion for the event.
“I had to hear about this from a counselor
from another city,” he said. “A lot more people
should have been here. A lot of people don’t
know about the things available.”
Companies like Safeway Inc. and Goodwill were present to assist with securing jobs
and benefits, while volunteers from different
schools came to assist with spas, feet washing
and haircuts.
Sharon Snow, a student in the cosmetology

department from Gavilan College in Gilroy,
was giving free haircuts at the event.
“We come every semester to help out,” she
said. “It’s a good experience where we help
people who can’t go to an actual salon.”
Philip Mangano, United States executive
director of the Interagency Council on Homeless and who is also on Time’s 100 Most Influential People list, was the special guest speaker
at the event.
“On these issues, partnership trumps partisanship,” he said of the community helping
out the homeless. “This is neighbors helping
neighbors, that’s what it’s all about.”
Mayor Reed said that through events like
this, the city is learning new ways to reach the
homeless.
“San Jose has adopted a 10-year plan to end
homelessness, and we’re serious about it,” he
told the audience.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2007
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HOMELESSNESS BY THE NUMBERS
7,202: Number of homeless persons, according to the 2007 Santa
Clara County homeless census
1 million to 2 million: Approximate number of people who experience homelessness over the course of a year, according to the
California Research Bureau
3 million: Approximate number of Americans who are without a
home on any given night, with 1 million who are children, according to the Home Builders Association of Northern California
40,000: Number of people in the Bay Area community who have
no place to call home
51 percent: Approximate number of all respondents who said they
had been homeless for one year or more
71 percent: Number who are considered unsheltered
21 percent: Approximate number of respondents who indicated
they had been homeless for more than three years
24 percent: Respondents who indicated their usual nighttime
sleeping arrangement was outdoors
More than 40 percent: Respondents who indicated they usually
spent the night in transitional housing, emergency or other types of
shelters
21 percent: Approximate number of the homeless street population who were living in vehicles
81 percent: Approximate number of homeless who were unemployed at the time of the survey
The three leading causes of unemployment were:
26 percent: did not have a permanent address
23 percent: did not have a phone
22 percent: did not have transportation.
5 percent: Approximate number of respondents who reported living with their children
4 percent: Respondents who indicated they were living with their
spouse and children
Top three primary reasons for homelessness were:
29.3 percent: lost their job
19.9 percent: was due to alcohol or drug use
5.4 percent: were homeless after being released from
jail or prison
78 percent: Respondents who were living in Santa Clara County
at the time they became homeless, with 15 percent living in another
county and seven percent living out of state
*Source: The Daily Condition of Homeless Persons (From a survey sample of 1,019 homeless persons found in the 2007 Santa Clara County homeless census)

CINTHIA RODRIGUEZ // Special to the Daily

Constance Torres attended Project Homeless Connect that took place in the McEnery Convention Center on Tuesday and received a foot wash by volunteer Susan Cervantes, a stay-at-home mom.

Compiled by Chrissy Ramoneda // Spartan Daily

Students, UPD team up to help needy kids
By JOVANNI COLISAO
Staff Writer

The University Police Department will collect toys and food for the
children of needy families in the community, said Sergeant John Laws.
“This year we plan on providing for an excess of 200 families,” Laws
said. “ It’s a lot of work and it takes a lot of dedication, but it really
means a lot to us.”
The toy drive ends Dec. 15 and marks the 16th year UPD holds the
drive.
Barrels are placed around campus at various locations, including the
library.
Laws said that UPD welcomes all to volunteer to help share the holiday spirit.
One student appreciates what the UPD does every year.
“I think it’s a good thing,” said Kim Tran, a sophomore kinesiology
major. “The more help, the better.”
Another student thinks that every campus should do the same.
“If more campuses contributed to their community, the more joy it
would bring,” said Kelly Ha, a freshman business major.
Laws said donations are also welcome, and he appreciates every volunteer that helps the UPD.
“We’re always looking for volunteers to give us a hand,” Laws said.
He said there is a lot of work that needs to be done before Dec. 15,
which is the last day to get everything ready to give away.
“So far the turnout has been pretty good,” Laws said.
Laws said UPD has prepared all of their lists of families and people
whom they are providing for with their locations.

He said that the UPD lobby will be filled with holiday spirit, especially with a Santa Claus.
The more volunteers that are willing to participate, the more opportunities it will leave open for others to help make a difference in people’s
lives, he said.
“It has become a tradition here for the University Police Department,” Laws said, “a tradition that is very important to us.”
Laws said he would like it if more students, faculty and staff could
get involved.
He said that in future years, UPD may also start looking into not just
the needy families in San Jose neighborhoods, but the needy families
among SJSU students and would like to welcome those to share the
holiday spirit with UPD.
UPD, university staffers, students and friends will be wrapping the
donated toys Wednesday, Dec.12 from noon to 4p.m. at the UPD, and
anybody willing to help can contact UPD for more information.
President Don Kassing said he loved that the University Police Department developed a toy drive when the idea was announced 15 years
ago.
Kassing said he contributes by wrapping and packaging gifts.
“I am very proud of what they’ve done,” he said.

KRISTEN MACFARLANE // Special to the Daily

The UPD collected toys from SJSU students during its toy drive.
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UPCOMING

SJSU Women’s Chorus: Holiday Concert
3 TO 4:30 P.M., DEC. 9 AT THE SPARTAN MEMORIAL CHAPEL, $10 FOR STUDENTS

It’s cram time
All-night study at Martin Luther King Jr. Library
Dec. 11:
Dec. 12:
Dec. 13:
Dec. 15:
Dec. 16:
Dec. 17:

THESPARTANDAILY.COM

All-Night Study
All-Night Study
All-Night Study
9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
All-Night Study
10 p.m. to Midnight

*Don’t forget to stock up on testing materials such as
scantrons, pencils and blue books from the Student Union or
vending machines outside the Student Union. Be sure to get a
good night’s sleep and a healthy breakfast. Good luck!

What did you think of the student life page this semester?
Email us at spartandaily@casa.sjsu.edu

EVENTS ’07

A do-it-yourself Christmas
By NICOLE LIEURANCE
Staff Writer

Feeling crafty this Christmas?
Just plain broke? Here are some
creative, cheap ways to make your
own holiday presents thanks to
eHow.com.
Even if you’re no Martha Stewart, your friends and family will
probably be so touched you made
them personalized gifts, they won’t
even notice if they’re crappy. You
just can’t lose.
Scrapbook calendar — This is
a unique and personal gift anyone
can enjoy all year long.
Purchase a blank calendar from
a craft store (usually very cheap).
Decorate with photos and your
own artwork.
Add personalized notes and
mark dates that have special meaning to the person. Remember to
not put anything to valuable on
it because chances are it won’t be
used after the year ends.
Cookie Mix Jars — Give your
friends and family an excuse to
bake cookies — if you’re lucky,
maybe they’ll share.
Find your favorite cookie recipe
and fill a mason jar with the dry
ingredients, layering each on top
of the other. Tie a fancy ribbon
around the jar with the recipe attached telling them what extra ingredients they need to add.
You can also include a decorative cookie cutter. This can also
be done with other recipes with
dry ingredients, such as soup or
brownies.
Decoupage memory box — A
sweet and creative gift that’s hard

to screw up.
Buy a cheap (but sturdy) box
to decorate. Cut out a variety of
photos and magazine clips. Think
about picking a color theme in the
clips you choose.
Arrange the pictures, overlapping them slightly. Do one side of
the box at a time, coating the back
of the pictures with glue and applying them to the surface.

Push out extra glue and smooth
with a Popsicle stick. Allow the entire box to dry overnight once all
sides are covered.
Add coats of thinned glue or
decoupage medium, a water-based
glue, sealer and finish, over the entire box and let it dry after each
coat. Build up the glue or medium
until the surface is smooth and all
edges of the pictures cannot be
felt.
Voila! This technique can also
be used to personalize other objects, such as refrigerator magnets.

Gingerbread ornaments —
These cute ornaments look and
smell like gingerbread, but don’t
eat them.
Preheat the oven to 360 degrees.
Mix 3 tablespoons shortening with
one-half cup sugar and stir in onehalf cup molasses. Mix separately
3 1/2 cups flour and 1 teaspoon of
each: baking soda, ground cloves,
ginger and cinnamon.
Add to shortening mixture,
along with three-fourths cup water.
Refrigerate for six to eight hours,
then roll out and use cookie cutters
to get the shapes you want. Poke
a hole in each where you want to
hang them.
Bake for 20 minutes and let cool
completely. Paint with varnish and
decorate. Thread ribbon through
the hole you made to hang them
from the tree.
Slideshow — A personal slideshow can be a great way to preserve memories.
Scan pictures you want to use
that have significance to you and
your friend or family member.
Use a slideshow program to display your photos. You can download one, though there is often a
standard program such as Windows’ Movie Maker for PCs or
iMovie for Macs that come with
most computers.
Pick a background song that
has special meaning for you and
the person. Create a message page
to appear before the pictures.
Add effects to transition between photos. You might have to
experiment with your software a
little before you get it right, but it’s
worth it.
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Double Trouble

It was going to be a lonely night You don’t have to be a ‘Southern Belle’
to enjoy this fruity delight
... until Don stopped by
By CHRISSY RAMONEDA
Staff Writer

Thursday nights are my only
nights off. And this particular one
was looking more than a little uneventful. I decided to prepare for
a mellow night of Lifetime television and microwave popcorn.
Then Laurel, my longtime sorority sister, walked into my house,
and fun followed right after her.
In a flash I shed my workout
clothes and got ready. We decided
to go to Tres Gringos on Second
and San Fernando streets.

That urge threw out the question I was dying to ask: “Can
you make me anything with Don
Julio?”
With a single nod he walked
away as my heart began to race.

This night was different.
I felt a daring urge and
needed a different drink
to go with it.
I’m sure you’ve been there.
From the way I had to force my
way to the restroom it was like I
was valiantly battling a sweaty
swarm of rhinos with only my
handbag to blaze the trail; you
must’ve been in the crowd.
Once Laurel and I had made
it through, we went straight for
the edge of the bar. In between
his dance moves and bottle spinning, Albert, the bartender, energetically greeted us by tossing us
a handful of napkins that floated
above our faces.
On a normal night I would
just ask for a Long Island Iced
Tea. I like to take it easy. This
night was different. I felt a daring urge and needed a different
drink to go with it.

CHRISSY RAMONEDA // SPARTAN DAILY

My mind drifted to my relationship with Mr. Julio: a history
that’s lasted several years. After
being around him for only a few
hours, I would suddenly go weak
in the knees. Although there were
moments when I thought we

wouldn’t make it, nights filled with
irrational actions and endless spiraling, I kept going back to him.
Like most tragic love affairs,
I couldn’t let go, still craving the
taste of something I knew was bad
for me.
So I stood back as the magic
began to pour. Moments later he
slid a dark purple drink in front of
me.
“It’s called a Donnie Darko,”
he said. “Try it.”
Of course, as a girl who likes to
pride herself with infallible common sense, I took a deep breath
and a hesitant pause as I tried to
rationalize the situation. That
didn’t help.
With one sip, like always, the
sparks between Don and I soon
flew.
This drink had the bold flavor
of a margarita with an enhanced
fruity splash and no puckering salt
to avoid.
Laurel and I both agreed it
was a “dancing drink,” with that
tasty “perk-me-up” we sometimes
crave.
To make the drink, fill a glass
with ice, add 2 oz. of Don Julio
Blanco, .5 oz. of Chambord, fill
up with Sprite and lemonade and
squeeze one lemon wedge. Mix
together, drink and the minute
you hear Kanye or Diddy, head
for the dance floor. Don’t worry
about the moves; Donnie Darko
already has your back.
But I warn you, from a girl who
knows, Don Julio is a temptation
that’s hard to turn down. Two
Donnie Darko’s could soon turn
into five. But who’s complaining?

By LEAH BIGELOW
Staff Writer

“We found the perfect drink for you,” my
friend Michelle told me over the phone one night
last May after she and our other friend Whitney
had ventured to a place called The Flying Martini
Brothers.
Unfortunately, due to age restrictions, I was
kept away from my “perfect drink” until now. We
headed back to Martini Bros., now known as Firehouse, so I could try a drink called the Southern
Belle.
Made with 5 oz. of vodka, 3 oz. of peach
schnapps, 3 oz. of watermelon and a splash of
orange juice, the Southern Belle is like drinking
fruit candy with a bit of a bite.
And for my sweet tooth, it was just right.
The Southern Belle definitely reminded me of
a Jolly Rancher, with the peach and watermelon
flavors coming on strong. Served in a traditional
martini glass, my light orange drink came complete with a cherry waiting for me at the bottom.
I’m a fan of the girly drinks, not so much of
the alcohol.
Although on the verge of being too overpowering, the fruity flavor was able to hide the strong
taste of vodka, something for which I was definitely thankful. Plus, I’ll admit I love the name.
Amory Shaffer, who co-owns the bar with her
husband Chris, said the drink’s name was created
two years ago when a past writer for the Spartan
Daily came in to O’Flaherty’s Irish Pub, where
her husband used to bartend, and asked him to
make her a drink she could review for the paper.
Chris said he just made up the ingredients,
and together they decided on a name for the
drink. The sweet, peachy taste reminded them

of a Georgia peach, which led them to the name
Southern Belle.
The drink is now a regular on the menu at Firehouse, located at 69 N. San Pedro St. in downtown San Jose. The bar also offers other drinks
that are fun to order and great to taste, such as
the Dirty Snowflake and the Sharkbite, all costing
around $7 each.

LEAH BIGELOW // SPARTAN DAILY
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Meet the Spartan Daily’s new regime Did somebody say
free coffee?
By BRIANA HERNANDEZ
Staff Writer

The Spartan Daily will shut
down the presses today but
not until executive editor Sara
Spivey and advertising manager
Shelby Jones pass the torch to
their successors, Kevin Rand and
Ramon Hernandez.
Rand
said
the
campus
community should get ready for a
whole new feel for next semester’s
paper.
“I want to change the look,”
he said. “I want it to look more
serious but at the same time more
eye-grabbing: ‘Look at me’ kind of
stuff.”
With past experience as a staff
reporter and copy editor, advisers
say Rand is perfect for the job.

“I want it to look
more serious but at
the same time more
eye-grabbing ...”
KEVIN RAND
The Spartan Daily’s incoming
executive editor

“He really seems to want to do
things we haven’t tried before — to
kind of push the envelope in terms
of the kinds of stories we look at
and how we go about presenting
them,” said Richard Craig, editorial
adviser for the Spartan Daily.
“I think he has big ideas for
what he wants to do for the paper,
and it’s going to be interesting to
see how far we get with them,”
Craig said.
Rand’s new vision is going
to depend a lot on a working
relationship with new photo editor
Anne Rigor, who said she’s excited
to be a part of the new team.
“(Kevin’s) sort of a perfectionist
in a way,” she said, “but he is not

EMPLOYMENT
ATTENTION SPARTANS Welcome back! Are you looking for
part-time/ full-time work to help
you get through the school semester? Well, look no further.
Corinthian Parking Services
is looking for valet parking attendants for our local shopping malls, hotels and private
events. We will work around
your school schedule.
Requirements for an interview:
ï Valid California Class C license
ï Current DMV printout
ï Responsible, well-groomed
and punctual.
ï EXCLT CUST SERVICE
If you qualify, please call Kyle
408-981-5894 or Rick 408593-9612 for an interview.
MAKE A DIFFERENCE Do
you like being on the go, not
stuck in an office all day? Help
someone learn to cook, dance,
read, work on their job and live
the life they choose. We seek
dedicated people to work with
our clients who have disabilities to help them make community connections. Creativity,
caring and commitment define
us. Have CA license, clean
DMV, car insur, bkgrd ck. Instructors, Community Support
Facilitators, Job Coaches,
Roommates & Companions.
PT and FT opptys. E mail:
jdevine@hopeservices.org

so demanding about it. It’s a good
thing because I’m similar, so I
know that I need to get stuff done
but, once in a while, you can crack
a joke his way.”
Rand applied for executive
editor last semester but said his
time spent as copy editor instead
was invaluable.
“Being at the copy desk definitely
helped me a lot,” he said. “I got to
work with the editors. I got to work
with the writers. Just being close
to the paper gave me a lot more
insight.”
Newly selected advertising
manager Hernandez said he is
very excited about the upcoming
semester.
“It’s a really good place to
work,” Hernandez said. “They
are very nice people — an excited
group who are teaching me how to
do things.”
Hernandez said he is excited
about working with Rand as well
as others he has not yet met.
“Next semester we’ll see a lot
of new faces, which is exciting,”
he said. “We’re going to put this
school on the map.”
Hernandez said he is ready
to run things his own way and to
constantly motivate his staff.
“I’ll be here every day busting
my butt,” he said.
Jamie Jury, assistant advertising
director for this semester, said
she is happy that someone like
Hernandez has taken such an
important position.
“He’s a really hard worker,” Jury
said. “He’s a really great guy. He’s
passionate about advertising, so I
feel that he will do a really great
job here at the paper because he
does show the passion for it.”
Jury, who will not be returning
next semester, said those who are
will have an experience to look
forward to when working with
Hernandez.
“I think that everyone will have

JANUARY
OPENINGS
Earn$500-$2000 in January.
Work part-time or full-time during January break!
*HIGH STARTING PAY
*$17.70 BASE/ appt
*FLEX SCHEDULES
*Internships possible
*All majors may apply
*Scholarships awarded annually
*Some conditions apply
*Customer sales/ service
*No experience necessary
*Training provided
Guarantee your summer job
now!
CALL LOCATION NEAREST
YOUR HOME FOR INTERVIEW
San Jose (408)866-1100
Mtn View (650)940-9400
San Frnsco(415)239-9520
SantaRosa(707)586-1636
CntraCosta(925)521-9250
Berkeley (510)428-1131
Fremont (510)790-2100
Monterey (831)372-1799
www.workforstudents.com/
sjsu
EASTER SEALS seeks Lifeguards, Instructional Lifeguards & Aquatic Specialists,
part or full time in San Jose
(Bascom & Moorpark). Flex
hours/ days, Mon-Sat. Call Tiago@408 295-0228. Send resume to jobs@esba.org or fax
to 408 275-9858. $11-$13+/
hour DOE.

By SAMUEL LAM
Staff Writer

QUANG DO // Spartan Daily

The Spartan Daily’s new rulers, advertising executive Ramon Hernandez
and executive editor Kevin Rand, expect to leave big shoes to fill after they
graduate in May.
a lot of fun with him,” she said.
“They’ll get a lot of work done but
have a lot of fun.”
Tim Hendrick, adviser for the
advertising staff, said there were
not many other candidates for
advertising manager this year. He
said, however, that Hernandez was
enthusiastic.
“When it was known that the
position was going to become
available,” Hendrick said, “he
jumped on it. He wanted to do
it because he’s got management

DELIVERY DRIVERS Party
rental business. Perfect for
students. Earn up to $250 every weekend. Must have reliable truck or van. Heavy lifting
is required. 408 292-7876
THE OLD SPAGHETTI FACTORY We are currently hiring
for P/ T positions. We offer a
great working environment with
day & evening shifts for resposible & energetic people. Apply
in person 2:30 to 4:00 Wed-Fri.
We are located in San Pedro
Square
UNDERCOVER SHOPPERS
EARN up to $150 per day. Under cover Shoppers needed to
judge retail and dining establishments. Exp. not req’d. Call
800-722-4791
REC LEADERS, INSTRUCTORS, Program Facilitators
P/ T positions available for elementary school hours, after
school hours or evening hours
for middle & HS programs. Degree not required. Need car &
have experience working with
youth. VM (408)287-4170 x
408. EOE/ AAE
NANNY WANTED: Part-time
weekday afternoons for two
children 8 & 10.
Must be experienced and have
own car and references. Start
date 1/2/08. 408-219-7579

CHILD CARE STAFF NEEDED! YMCA CHILD CARE Directors, Assistant Directors,
Teachers and Teacher Aides
needed!
Looking for a fun rewarding career working with children? The
YMCA of Santa Clara Valley is
hiring for Licensed School-Age
Child Care Centers TODAY!
Programs located throughout
San Jose, Cupertino, Saratoga, Campbell and Evergreen
areas.
Full & Part Time positions available ñ hours flexible around
school. Fun staff teams, great
experience working with children, career advancement,
excellent FT/PT benefits and
training opportunities.
Teachers require minimum 12
semester units in ECE, education, recreation, psychology,
sociology, physical education
and/ or other related fields.
For more information, locations and pay ranges, check
out our website at http:// www.
scvymca.org/ jobs/ index.php.
(408)351-6434

experience. He knows that this
would be a good position on his
resume, and he feels comfortable
with sales.”
Although Jury focused on the
fun of working with Hernandez,
Hendrick made it clear that work
was going to be done under his
leadership.
“I think it’s going to be very
well organized,” he said. “I think
it’s going to be very well managed.
I think that sales are going to
increase.”

LIFEGUARD & SWIM INSTRUCTORS
YMCA Lifeguard & Swim Instructors Needed!
If you enjoy being around the
water and want to be paid for it
then the YMCA of Santa Clara
Valley has the job for you! You
must be at least 16 years of
age, enjoy working with people, and the have passion to
make a difference!
Please visit our website at
http:// www.scvymca.org/ jobs/
index.php for more details.
(408)351-6434

FOR RENT
DETACHED SINGLE FAMILY HOME 3-bedroom (2 suite
style up-stairs/ 1 ground level)
3-bath (3 tub/ shower combo).
Minutes away from SJSU
(South San Jose) Email for
info. / 408-838-7770

As final exams approach in less
than a week, the Student Union
is planning to extend its hours to
midnight and also serve free coffee
for students studying at night.
Andrew Hale, manager in
charge of Student Union dining,
said they would set the coffee on a
table near the front entrance.
“We set the table up,” he said.
“It’s free self service, with creams
and sugar.”
Brian
Ng,
a
senior
communication major, said the
free coffee is a good idea.
“Anything free to help San
Jose State students is good,” he
said. “Finally, San Jose State does
something for us. A cup of coffee
doesn’t solve all of our problems,
but it helps.”
The Nescafe coffee, in regular
and decaffeinated flavors, will
be available next week starting
Tuesday until the last day of final
exams. Hale said they will put out
the free coffee at around 7 p.m.
The Student Union will also
be providing free blue books,
scantrons, and pencils for students
as well. Starting next Wednesday
at 8:15 a.m., students can get the
free exam materials either in front
of the Event Center or between
the ATMs and Student Union.
Gloria Robertson, information
services manager for the Student
Union, said the staff is also going
to serve coffee, tea, cider and
cookies.
“We’re trying to give students
less stress by helping,” she said.
“It’s good for staff, it gives them a
chance to meet with students.”
She said this would be the
fourth year the Student Union

SERVICES
SMILE CHOICE DENTAL
PLAN (includes cosmetic)
$71.75 per year. Save 30%60%. For info call 1-800-6553225 or www.studentdental.
com
FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL
REPAIR Laptop & Parts,
Repair PC, Data Recovery,
Remove Virus Pop Up $49
(408)469-5999
FREE!! TEXT MESSAGE
SITE **Student Startup Company**
Register for a DSR account today. Add your family & friends,
create groups and send text
messages all for free. Simple,
Quick Text Messaging from
your PC.
Visit DSRnumbers.com

OPPORTUNITIES
MOVIE EXTRAS New opportunities for upcoming productions. All looks needed, no
experience required for cast
calls. Call 877-218-6224

CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces. Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted
into an ad line. The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up to
20 spaces. A minimum of three lines is required. Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to
publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS: 1
2
3
4
RATE: $10.00 $15.00 $20.00 $25.00

DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services advertised below
nor is there any guarantee implied. The classified columns of the Spartan

$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE.
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
• RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY. •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID.
• NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.
FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount. Ads must be placed in person in DBH 209 from
10 AM or 3PM. STUDENT ID REQUIRED. Rate applies to student’s individual ads only.
Not intended for businesses and/or other persons. Frequency discount does not apply.

Daily consist of paid advertising and offers are not approved or verified by
the newspaper. Certain advertisements in these columns may refer the
reader to specific telephone numbers or addresses for additional information.
Classified readers should be reminded that, when making these further
contacts, they should require complete information before sending money
for goods or services. In addition, readers should carefully investigate all
firms offering employment listings or coupons for discount vacations or
merchandise.

has provided free exam items for
students.
The Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. Library will also be extending
its hours for students with Tower
Cards.
Staring Dec. 11, all library
facilities will operate under
regular hours, but students can
use the library to study for a 24hour, all-night session.
The library will have extended
hours Dec. 14 until midnight,
while the following day it will
operate under regular hours.
Some places on campus will

Starting Dec. 11
the King Library
will stay open 24
hours for students.
operate under regular hours
during finals.
The Sport Club will continue
to operate under normal hours
during finals; the Academic
Success Center in Clark Hall
will also be available to student
during regular hours.
The A.S. House has provided
a small study area in its Fireside
Room for students. From 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m., they are providing the
room for quiet study.
Jenna Ewing, a senior
kinesiology major, said she just
discovered the place, but likes the
atmosphere.
“I thought it was nice, and not
too many people are in here. It’s
quiet,” she said. “It’s close to my
building, as well as Duncan Hall,
so I don’t have to walk too far.”
She said that she likes to use the
study rooms in the library, but she
said she could use the A.S. House’s
room if the rooms are filled.

OPINION
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FLAWED // No simple answers

More than wishful thinking
LINDSAY BRYANT
Agree to Disagree
A clump of cells in a petri dish: that
may be all he needs.
The cells, derived from leftover embryos at a fertility clinic in Anytown, USA,
could be what my 16-year-old brother
needs to begin to live a normal life.
He is a fighter. At age 4 he was diagnosed with juvenile diabetes, and in
the time it took the doctors to tell us, my
family’s lifestyle changed.
On Halloween, instead of eating
pounds of candy after trick-or-treating,
we threw it away in exchange for toys
from Mom and Dad.
We had to sneak sweets because his
pancreas doesn’t produce insulin to regulate his blood sugar. Eating high-fructose foods throws his endocrine system
into an imbalance.
It isn’t or wasn’t about sacrificing
food. That meant nothing to my parents,
my other brother or myself. That change
we could deal with.
We spent the first night after his diagnosis in a motel near the UCLA Medical Center. My parents had to hold him
down and give him the first of what have
been thousands of insulin injections.
In the dim light of the motel room,
our fortitude and dependency on one
another were tangible. It was a feeling
I’ll never forget and a moment when I

realized how precious life is.
But soon thereafter, life went on.
Twelve years later we still pray each day
for a cure. And we believe it’s not just a
pipe dream — that a cure will come in
his lifetime.
In the past two weeks a gigantic step
was made toward answering our prayers
and toward finding a cure. The step was
the discovery of a way to extract stem
cells without the use of embryos, a step
that would disregard the administration’s
ban on the use of human embryonic
stem cells that could be manipulated
into a cure.
For now, I can try to avert the attention the GOP and the Democrats are
receiving from this hotly debated issue,
to what is most important. In the true
American spirit, the issue of possibly
curing millions and saving lives has, expectedly, become political rhetoric.
I now sit at my computer sorting
through Web site after Web site of columns and news stories about the blow the
discovery has made to the Republican
Party. And the Democrats are awarded
with what some explain as a political “I
told you so” win in the field of science
and medicine.
As if Clinton or Obama invented
medicine.
As if Giuliani or McCain or Romney might actually go against their party
leaders because stem cells could save
people — people who vote, people who
can change the world.
It’s upsetting.
I’m not sure how else to describe how
I feel each time I see my brother get a
shot or prick his finger to check his blood
sugar, sometimes a dozen times per day

9

Continued from page 1

— or how my family and I feel when he
has to sit out from his high school basketball games to make sure he won’t pass
out from running up and down the court
after too long.
I wish the decision-makers were
standing in my kitchen when my mother
screamed that she hated diabetes.
Or in 2003, when my father picked
me up late after a track meet to tell me
that my brother was taken from our
home in an ambulance.
I wish they had seen me get on my
knees that night and pray to God that he
was going to be OK.
I wish they understood a lot of things.
I wish they understood how a family feels
when they’re told their son or daughter
died fighting a war. I wish they understood how a homeless man feels, the one
who wanders around campus searching
for food.
I wish — no, I hope — that a change
will come.
Politics and lobbying and under-thetable deals will happen, and it’s unfair,
and it’s painful, and maybe there’s nothing we can really do about it.
I wish that those cells in that petri dish,
wherever they are, will be made available to help my brother — and that the
politicians who decide to fund research
to cure millions and save lives would for
one moment stop to think about the real
fighters of the world.

Lindsay Bryant is the Spartan
Daily opinion editor. This is the
last appearance of “Agree to Disagree.”

President Robert Corrigan said the new
ban would allow the campus to “actively
promote health.”
To be frank, this country is plagued
with teenage pregnancies, mass diabetes,
a broken drug development system, poor
parenting and an underfunded Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration. And California universities seek to
promote health by banning smoking?
No one will debate the health hazards
of smoking. Second-hand smoke is a legitimate concern and one addressed well
enough by the current SJSU policy, which
bans smoking in any building and within
25 feet of any doorway or window.
Promoting health is a noble endeavor
and one appropriate for a university to
take up, but cold-turkey prohibition is one
of the lousiest ways to try to do it. The
U.S. government’s forays into drug and
alcohol temperance are proof enough
of that.
Perhaps places of higher education
should promote health and wean smokers away from the habit by, well, educating, rather than playing nanny.
“Education, not legislation” is perhaps
how the rule should sound.
Now we come to the design issue. A
simple map of the 25-foot perimeters
around each building on campus reveals
several areas where they overlap, creating
a pattern of smoking-to-non-smoking areas that resembles a veined slice of bleu
cheese more than a symmetrical grid
ensuring a minimum of second-hand
smoke.
Most of the ashtrays on campus are
found within these zones of isolation,
possibly doing more to mislead the average smoker than the haphazard place-

ment of signage for the 25-feet rule.
Are smokers expected to walk back and
forth to what could be the only nearby
tray after every inhalation and get to class
on time? Or is the ashtrays’ paradoxical
placement scheme simply the result of inefficiency in design implementation?
A straight answer is not likely: In its
research, the Daily found no official diagram of the smoking areas on the SJSU
campus. The map accompanying the
“Smoke and Mirrors” article was created
by an editor using computer software.
Can campus smokers really be blamed
then for using the ashtrays in question?
Campus police officials have said that
“most students” are not even aware of
the existing rule and that it is a question
of “educating” most violators.
UPD has had too many pressing issues
to deal with this semester, such as the rise
in larceny in campus housing and the
vandalism of school property, to waste
its time correcting behavior that could be
remedied by a more informed and educated student body.
The issue of inefficiency in policy can
be seen in a new campus non-motorized
vehicle policy that lacks proper signage
and an existing nondiscrimination policy
that does not mention gender identity.
While the president’s office has said
that the campus smoking policy is not expected to change any time soon, parties
pushing for a smoke-free campus should
instead push to see the proper enforcement of and education on the existing
rule first.
I am not a smoker. I have never smoked
in the past and do not intend to start anytime soon. I do, though, believe in good,
smart design and a well-educated populace. Healing the hand by lopping off the
arm is no remedy to inefficient design
and poor communication.

Dear Readers,

Trash heaps the size of the Great Wall of China

The semesters — and our lives, for that matter — seem to breeze
by faster and faster. As the fall comes to a close and you ready yourselves for the spring, we at the Spartan Daily are already prepping
for our semi-annual editorial staff change. Time truly flies when
you’re having fun and working hard.
You’ve met many of us on this opinion page, with our mug shots
placed by our columns, and many of the same faces will return to
the Daily next semester. We are also welcoming aboard a few new
editors. The staff may always be in flux, but our goals will remain
the same.
We hope we have met those goals this fall, and we will work hard
to meet them next semester. We’ll continue to try to set the standard
for the campus, the writers and the editors to come in the future. It
is our privilege to be San Jose State University’s student-run newspaper.
We are in a unique position at the Spartan Daily, where soon-tobe, or in some cases, already professional journalists have a chance
to offer objective, accurate, informative and sometimes entertaining
news content. These are exciting times for all of us.
No matter what is happening on campus or across the globe — if
it’s newsworthy — we will make sure you can read about it in this
newspaper and/or online.
From campus film festivals to earthquakes and everything in between, we are honored to be a source that satisfies your need to
know what’s going on.
Thank you for reading our work this semester and we give an
early “thank you” for reading it in the future.
In parting, we‘d like to offer special gratitude to our fall executive and managing editors, Sara Spivey and Mitchell Alan Parker,
respectively, for their contribution to our newsroom.
See you in the spring and happy holidays.

a chain of more than 80 restaurants across the
country; I have a feeling that if recycling isn’t
enforced in ours, it’s not big in many others.
It’s not just this restaurant either. I’ve worked
in others, including a bar, where bottles were
the majority of waste and still mixed with all of
the other trash.
It all gets taken to the dumpster. And most
of us don’t think about it again. We shrug it
off. But whether you don’t think about it or like
to tell yourself it’s OK because “the homeless
people will sort it out,” there are plenty of people who are forced to think about it.
They have to stick their hands in it. They
have to stand there for hours in front of a conveyor belt, sorting what we could have easily
sorted.

Sincerely,
The Spartan Daily editorial staff, Spring 2008
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Staff Writer

Only two manmade structures on Earth are
large enough to be seen with the naked eye
from outer space: the Great Wall of China and
the Fresh Kills landfill on Staten Island in New
York, according to Greening Schools, an Illinois environmental project.
This is what I read a few weeks ago, and it
took my breath away.
I just keep wondering what exactly we’re doing to ourselves, our families and our futures?
I’ve worked at a restaurant for more than
three years now. I love it. But there’s one big
problem I have: We don’t recycle — anything.
I watch the amount of paper, cardboard,
plastic and bottles all fraternizing in the same
huddle of trashcans, and I can’t stand it.
I’ve grown up in a “green house.” I can’t help
it. I know no other way. Recycling is now such a
part of my life that when dating someone, the
question of “where are you going to put that
bottle?” is every bit as important as, “do you
believe in God?” “do you like children?” and
“are you willing to patronize Starbucks?”
It’s a requirement. Recycled things don’t
mix with other garbage.
I also can’t understand it. My restaurant is

It all gets taken to the
dumpster. And most of us
don’t think about it again.
When looking at the Clean Air Council Web
site, I was astonished to find that Americans
throw away more than 2.5 million plastic bottles
every hour. Throw away. This means it’s waste
production, rather than recycling. Why?
I’m not going to say recycling is exactly convenient. I know the recycling containers on
campus are never where you want them to be.
You have to search for them, carrying that plastic bottle a little while longer.
Americans buy an estimated 25 billion sin-
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gle-serving plastic water bottles each year, according to the Container Recycling Institute.
Knowing that 25 billion of these bottles are out
there, and some estimates suggest that less than
3 percent actually get recycled, is scary.
I live in a building near campus where there
are no recycling containers. This means that
when my mom greets her college student at the
front door on weekends, instead of seeing a giant duffel bag of dirty laundry, she sees bags full
of plastic bottles, assorted packaging and all of
my (roommate’s) humiliating supplies of wine
bottles and beer cans.
It takes 90 percent less energy to recycle an
aluminum can than to make a new one, according to the Clean Air Council.
But trust me, lugging all those smelly cans
to the back of my yellow Volkswagen, and then
enjoying their company for the 30-minute ride
to Morgan Hill, does require some energy. I
don’t do it because it’s easy. I do it because it’s
right. I do it because it’s something that will help
the world in which we live. I do it because if we
don’t start caring enough to take that extra time,
we won’t have any time to enjoy our planet.
The damage is being done. In the two hours
I spent writing this, Americans threw away five
million plastic bottles, according to Smartcycle
Packaging.
It has nothing to do with your thoughts on
Al Gore. We can argue about global warming.
We can ignore it. But it’s happening. And it will
only keep happening.

OPINION PAGE POLICY
Readers are encouraged to express themselves
on the Opinion page with a letter to the editor.
A letter to the editor is a response to an issue
or point of view that has appeared in the Spartan
Daily.
Only letters 200 words or less will be considered
for publication.
Submissions become property of the Spartan
Daily and may be edited for clarity, grammar,
libel and length. Submissions must contain the
author’s name, address, phone number, signature
and major.
Submissions may be placed in the Letters to the
Editor box at the Spartan Daily office in Dwight
Bentel Hall, Room 209, sent by fax to (408) 9243282, e-mailed to spartandaily@casa.sjsu.edu or
mailed to the Spartan Daily Opinion Editor, School
of Journalism and Mass Communications, San
José State University, One Washington Square,
San José, CA 95112-0149.
Editorials are written by and are the consensus
of the Spartan Daily editors, not the staff.
Published opinions and advertisements do
not necessarily reflect the views of the Spartan
Daily, the School of Journalsim and Mass
Communications or SJSU.
THE SPARTAN DAILY IS A
PUBLIC FORUM.

Quote of
the day
“This is concerning.
It represents an interruption of 14 years of
steady decline. Now,
unexpectedly we
have an increase of
3 percent, which is a
significant increase.”
STEPHANIE J. VENTURA
Head of the National Center for
Health Statistics, referring to a rise
in teen birth rate in the United States
between 2005 and 2006.
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Some students dreading delays
at airports over holidays
By TRUTH ESGUERRA
AND HEATHER NACHT
Staff Writers

The holiday season means
it’s time to travel. With different
airlines offering many discounts
around this time of year, air travel
is one of the more popular ways to
move around the country.
Around this time of year airports become busy and flights oftentimes get delayed. So what are
airlines trying to do to help prevent
delays?
Douglas Lyon, an airport duty
manager for San Francisco International Airport, said they are trying to make sure that people know
what is OK to bring on planes and
what is not.
“Liquid packages cannot weigh
more than 3 ounces,” Lyon said as
an example of the rules.
Lyon said SFO is trying to
comply with Transportation Security Administration rules and suggested people who will fly over the
holidays should review the Transportation Security Administration
Web site in order to know what is
acceptable to broad. He said many
delays at airports are caused because of people bringing banned
items.
Rochelle Jackson-Smarr, a senior English major who is planning on flying to Tucson, Ariz.
before Christmas out of San Jose
International Airport, had a rough
encounter with security on one of
her past flights.
“We couldn’t take lotion, and it
was a half-full bottle of lotion, and

the lady was giving us attitude,”
she said. “‘Lady, there’s a squirt
left.’”
Joseph Tran, a junior sociology
major, also disliked the security
procedures at the airport.
“Ever since the whole new security measures, it’s been pushy,”
he said. “You can’t bring this and
that here.”
Tran flew to Arizona for the
holidays last year.
“I’ve flown every holiday because my parents don’t live in San
Jose,” Jackson-Smarr said. “I’ve
been traveling awhile.”
Jackson-Smarr, who has flown
to Atlanta, Nebraska and Baltimore, said she is taking an early
flight because they are cheap and
have less passengers.
“It’s just a hassle,” JacksonSmarr said about her bad timing
in the past. “The lines are just ridiculous.”
David Vossbrink, communications director for San Jose International Airport, said the airport has
taken employees from other parts
of the airport to work as ambassadors to the public in order to help
out passengers who don’t travel
often.
Vossbrink’s advice to travelers
is to arrive early and to be aware
of TSA rules in order to not cause
further delays.
As for flight delays, Lyon and
Vossbrink both said not much can
be done if a delay is caused by
weather.
Lyon also explained that although President George W. Bush
has allowed for some government
airspace to be used for passen-

ger flights, most of the allowed
airspace is for East Coast travel,
mainly around the New York City
area.
Jackson-Smarr said she is planning to leave as soon as finals are
done to beat the rush.
“I always get there 45 minutes
ahead of time,” she said “The
sooner the better.”
“Get in early and be safe,” Tran
said. “It’s a little better in the mornings, just in case you get delays.”
Jackson-Smarr said the whole
process, from getting your ticket to
the security checks to boarding the
plane, was a hassle.
“Everyone is very tired, rude,
grumpy and just want to get wherever the hell they need to go to,”
Jackson-Smarr said about the people in line.
“The checkpoints take a while,”
Tran said. “If you don’t go through
the check points on time, you might
miss your flight.”
Jackson-Smarr prefers to go to
San Jose International Airport to
SFO.
“The bigger the airport, the
more hassle,” she said.
Jackson-Smarr hopes she has a
pleasant flight experience this holiday season.
“Go as early as possible,” she
said. “If you wait the last minute,
like I did last year, it sucks like
hell.”
In order to prevent delays,
it is advised that passengers arrive early and make sure they are
not bringing items that TSA has
deemed unacceptable. For a full
list of banned items, visit the TSA
Web site at www.tsa.gov.

SMOKE // Kassing may take action
Continued from page 1

ticular location and how close together buildings are
there, the decision for ashtray placement is ultimately
based on practicality: near benches, perhaps, but not
in the middle of a walkway.
He also said that over the past few months, the facilities department permanently uprooted about 15
ashtrays — five of which were all centrally located
near Sweeney Hall — and recycled the concrete.
“We noticed there are some areas where there are
more ashtrays than needed,” he said. “So we’re starting to get those out of the way.”
Although the 25-foot-boundary can help contain
second-hand smoke, Valenzuela said the policy also
has a downside.
“If we move these things 25 feet away,” he said,
“people, instead of walking 25 feet away from the building, will often just trash the butts right as they enter …
instead of walking away to put their cigarette out.”
And that’s the reason why custodians will move
them at times, Suit said — to prevent butts from piling up outside entrances.
Proactive Planning
SJSU’s landscape has been altered more than once
since Facilities first made the map of campus on which
the Spartan Daily based this report. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Library, for example, was opened in October
2003 and was not included in the spatial analysis.
Suit said he was in charge of ordering ashtrays for
the building, just a few months after the Academic
Senate’s new policy was put in place.
“When they arrived, we just put them in areas that
might be heavily used,” he said.
Currently, all 17 ashtrays located around the King
Library are at least 25 feet away from any doors or
windows.
Kevina Brown, community relations coordinator for University Housing Services, said that before
Campus Village opened in Fall 2005, “a conscious effort” was made to ensure that the two ashtrays in the
complex conformed to the smoking policy.
“We actually had to measure out 25 feet from each
of our residential facilities and determine the best location for the ashtrays,” she said.

JEN SKIDMORE // Special to the Daily

Ineffective Enforcement
David Tran, a senior liberal arts major, said the
current smoking policy is not working.
“Some ashtrays are right next to the doors and
windows, and second, there’s no one to enforce it,” he
said. “It’s supposed to be a safeguard for students. So
that’s where they failed — they should enforce it.”
Other students agreed that therein lies the campus
community’s disconnect with the policy.
“I’m aware of (the policy), but I don’t notice it,” said
Shirley Auioung, a junior business marketing major. “If
I want a cigarette, I just smoke it. And I see ashtrays,
and I don’t know if they’re really 25 feet away.”
Gina Vittori, a representative from Smoke-Free
Policy Committee, said the university needs to take
some kind of action and even suggested that noncompliant ashtrays be converted into garbage cans.
“But no plan to move the ashtrays gives a mixed
message to students,” she said.
Judith Lessow-Hurley, chair of the Academic Senate, said consideration needs to be given to ashtrays
that don’t conform to policy.
“I understand that our facilities department is already addressing this issue,” she said. “I think this
needs to be addressed via the president’s office, and if
there were an opportunity for the Academic Senate to
weigh in on the matter, I would encourage that.”
Kassing said that if he were shown a map of all of
the ashtrays on campus that were less than 25 feet away
from a building, the university would take action.
Grounds Manager Dennis Suit: “Sounds like we have
to go out there with a forklift and move them all.”
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